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Humanities for Everyone Graduation Event
Dr. John M. Dunn
April 19, 2015
• Good evening and congratulations. I am absolutely delighted to be part of your
celebration this evening and so very proud our community has been able to work
together to offer course topics that are of interest and use to you--and in a setting that
makes them accessible and convenient to you.
• Our ability as a community to come together for this event is really the product of
collaboration by the Open Doors housing program, Kalamazoo Neighborhood
Housing Services and Western Michigan University's Center for the Humanities, as
well as a John E. Fetzer Institute Grant from the Kalamazoo Community Foundation.
Even more important has been the commitment by volunteers who champion the
importance of the humanities each and every day. Over the years, we've had
volunteer faculty members, graduate assistants and volunteer coordinators. These are
people who give their time and energy because they believe so strongly in the
transformative power of education.
• We proudly declare that we're learner centered, discovery driven and globally
engaged. That's why we feel so strongly about promoting the humanities. It includes
the body of knowledge that allows us to succeed at all three goals.
• Studying the humanities, as you know, provides the resources we need to
thoughtfully examine the issues of the day. And the process of looking at issues in
new ways never stops. That's what being learner centered is all about.
• Being learned centered is a lifelong commitment, and I confess to being hooked.
And, the thought of expanding Humanities for Everyone to reach a larger population
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is exciting—a win-win for WMU civic engagement and for the fortunate students
who are introduced to first-class instruction in the humanities for the first time.
• We've got five successful years behind us now and a wealth of new topics and
study areas still to pursue. I understand next year's classes and faculty members are
already lining up. I'm confident that will be a success as well. And I hope you return
and encourage your family and friends to be involved as well.
• Thank you for being part of this initiative, for staying the course--literally--and
being here tonight to celebrate your accomplishments.
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